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Spring celebrations and modernity in Korea and Japan

- Focusing on the symbolic change of the cherry tree -
Kim, Jung-eun

Ever since ancient times, the people of both Korea and Japan have enjoyed
viewing spring foliage.

In particular, the Japanese found a philosophical metaphor from the
characteristics of cherries, which were planted for their cherry blossoms in
particular. In early modern times, the cherry tree was planted in large
quantities by feudal lords and others who prayed for prosperity. For example,
in Kyoto, which was made to be the center of culture and increased the
numbers throughout the entire country. Since the development of the
Somei-Yoshino variety of cherry tree in the Edo period, planting of cherries
increased further, and Sakura soon became synonymous with spring in Japan,
eventually overwhelming other flowers. When Japan's imperialist motivations
led it to colonize other countries, Sakura came to symbolize the Japanese
spring and was established as a symbol of "the Japanese soul.” Under the
concept of transplanting the advanced culture of Japan and as a symbol of the
country’s territory, Japan planted cherry trees in its new colonies.

Korea was no exception to this policy, and the Japanese planted cherry trees
there as well, for this reason and also to supply wood to produce archery
materials. Therefore, Koreans regarded this as a symbol of Japan from the
beginning. Sakura was planted in large quantities along with the advance of
Japanese imperialism and was negative to the spread of the cherry tree. It
represents the sense of resistance in the form that you can unplug the cherry
trees that have been planted, such as criticizing the hedonistic culture of
Hanami. However, since cherry trees produce cherry blossoms in spring, and
since it was customary to enjoy outdoor festivals and feasts while folding

flowers in Korea to celebrate the coming of spring, the cherry as a symbol of

KYOBO



Japan lessened and Sakura even became a part of the Korean spring

landscape.

: Cherries, tree planting, cherry blossom-viewing, colony
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