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A Study on the Tengu in the Middle Ages in Japan
Park, Eun-hee

There were many wars in the Middle Ages in Japan. Japanese in the Middle
Ages felt anxiety about the future, but they found relief in religion —Buddhism.
Tenma demanded that people master Buddhist doctrines, Tengu, which is a
Japanese demon and is similar to Tenma, did active work in the Middle Ages.
They believed that in Tengudo unreligious people were reborn after death.
According to Buddhist teachings, all living beings are trapped in the eternal
cycle of birth, death, and rebirth, and Tengudo was a unique Japanese afterlife.
Japanese in the Middle Ages thought there were sufferings like hell, but that
there was hierarchy, too. And people who followed Tengudo thought that there
were both good Tengus and evil Tengus. A good Tengu could be delivered
from its worldly existence, and evil Tengus would suffer hell. Tengudo is thus
similar to human society.

Through possession, a Tengu could grow into a heavyweight demon. Tengu
was the symbol of chaos; they liked chaos. And if an important person like
Tenno or Shyogun were possessed by Tengu, Japan would become dangerous.
In Monogatari, Tengu made chaos in this way. Originally, Tengu possessed a
religious background, not a political one. After the Middle Ages, though,
Tengu became political demons. Having a political background was a distinct
feature of Medieval Tengu.

[ Key Words | : a Doctrine of Samsara, Tengudo, Tenma, a turbulent period, possession





