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A Discourse on the Power of the “Gender Backlash”

and its Character in Japan
-Focusing on Gender(Sex Distinction and Gender Variance)

Seok, Hyang

This paper sheds light on how from the 1990s onward the distortions of and
rumors about gender studies and feminism (views about feminism being
harmful and poisonous) produced by the discourse of the antifeminist
conservative movement known as the backlash group expanded and
reproduced. It studies the main points of discussion around the question of
gender as well as its ideological characteristics in that discourse (1999-2006).

Specifically, this discourse about gender (sex distinction and gender
variance) was arranged around the following key words and phrases: the
ideology of the male-female dichotomy: homophobia; cross-dressers (lessons
from gay men); theories of self-justification; theories of denial and destruction;
gender equality and segregation; misogyny, feminist sophisms, and feminist
resentment; and conspiracy theories. What is especially important are the
issues of the differentiation of roles and special characterization of gender
based on theories of “essentialism” and the “biological mission” as represented
in the male-female dichotomy and “manliness-womanliness.” Because these
deny gender variance, analysis was performed to determine how discrimination
toward sexual minorities and diverse families and lifestyles hides in it.

Why is it that the discourse of backlash has partially penetrated even
though the lack of awareness of individual human rights and gender equality
has often been noted? That leads to identification of the next factors. First,
although the discourse expresses gross and commonplace views, it explains
them using easy-to-understand language. Second, it resorts to generally
accepted ideas (“order and rule,” “tradition and culture,” “family and home,”
etc.). Third, the distorted logic of saying that feminists think of the
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relationship between men and women as a hostile relationship. Fourth, the
assertion that “gender free” means “denial of sexual differentiation”; and fifth,
the spreading of the view that identifies feminism with resentment, making
use of the reaction against elites and intellectuals.

: gender, gender free, gender backlash, sexual differentiation of roles, special
characterization of gender, gender equality





