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The “Tales of Swords™ Portrayed in Joruri
by Chikamatsu Monzaemon

Han, Kyoung-ja

This study examines what Chikamatsu Monzaemon, Japanese dramatist of
the Edo period, tried to represent in his joruri, what he intended to depict with
the motif of swords in joruri, and also how he unfolded the plots of his dramas
in general. Considering that these works were produced mostly in the latter years
of Chikamatsu’s life, this study examined how his interest in politics, society,
and the origins of Japan, along with his thoughts on the attitudes of contemporary
politicians and the course of politics are depicted in the “Tales of Swords.” The
interest in swords increased from medieval to modern times, creating many tales
such as the series of Tsuruginomaki tales, including “Tsuruginomaki” in the
Heike Monogatari. Chikamatsu’'s heightened view of a military nation in
medieval times may also have influenced his adoption of “Tales of Swords” in
his work. In his Raiko series (with Minamotono Yoritomo as the main character),
Chikamatsu gave a new meaning to the sword, stating that it was not only a
formal sword of honor that had been passed down for many generations in the
Genji family, but also a sword that ruled over Japan. Thus, he is representing
Yoritomo as a statesman of Japan. In Chikamatsu’'s works where the setting
1s the age of the gods or ancient times, the power of swords is emphasized and
swords are portrayed as guaranteeing the peace of the country. This emphasis
on military prestige also led to an ethnocentrism within an atmosphere of
heightened patriotism, boosted through the focus on Japan as a divine land and
military nation. However, these representations did not really pertain to the
relations between Japan and foreign countries but merely to the idea that leaders
brought stability to their own country by the monopoly of legitimate force
symbolized by their weapons Chikamatsu depicted an image of the ideal politician

and the ideal course of politics in the “Tales of Swords.” An aspect of the
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dramaturgy of Chikamatsu’s later works can be found here.

: Chikamatsu Monzaemon, Joruri, Sword, Statesman
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