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The Perspective of East Asia in High-Elementary Reading
Book during the Japanese Textbook Authorization Period

- Focusing on Historical Description -
Kwon, Hee—ju

This article considers the perspective of East Asia in High-Elementary
Reading Book during the period of Japanese textbook authorization (1888-1889).

High-Elementary Reading Book was published in 1888. It was compiled
ambitiously as a reading textbook by the Japanese Board of Education after
enforcement of the authorization system. This book is important to understand
the editorial policy of the authorization period. Also, it became the manuscript
for Elementary Reading Textbook, which is thought to be Korea’s first Korean
Textbook. For these reasons, the book is worthy of study.

There are two characteristics in the editorial policy of High-Elementary
Reading Book. To begin with, it focused on phased learning, which was an
educational philosophy of the book’s editor, Izawa Syuji’s. In historical items,
the book was composed from introduction to periodic items, and in geography
from domestic cities to Europe. It encouraged phased learning according to
theme. Secondly, it established nationalistic educational policy. In
High-Elementary Reading Book, historical items were the most crucial part.
In particular, Japanese history represented a nationalistic view that focused on
the Imperial family.

From among these, this article investigates the historical description of foreign
exchange, trade, culture & products, and social conditions specified in Elementary
subjects and its items in 1886. This description was added to the previous policy
of the Board of Education. It is worth noting that it describes the relation among
three nations of East Asia, while focusing on exchanging culture and goods.
In particular, it deconstructed the China-oriented view of the world, minimized

the role of Chosun, and located Japan in the center of Asia.
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