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A Comparison of the Heroines in the Tale of Gengi
and the Dream of the Red Chamber

Zhou, Yan-shu

A century ago, The Tale of Gengi created by Murasakisikibu became the
masterpiece of Japanese literature. Seven hundred years later, 7he Dream of the
Red Chamber written by Cao Xuegin and Gao’e led Chinese classic literature
to its peak. Although there was a long period between the two great works,
there are many similarities with their major female characters: Lin Daiyu, Xue
Baochai and Murasakinoue. All three were born in royal families with a bitter
childhood and with the loss of parent. Beautiful and talented as they were, they
suffered to the end. Nevertheless, they were different in their family backgrounds,
deaths, and love. Murasakinoue was obedient and loyal to the society represented
by Genji as a kind and reverent woman, while Daiyu had a strong aversion to
hypocritical scholarly honor and social ranks, pursing her ideal love freely under
the feudalistic marriage system, as a social rebel, but Baochai was another type
with no love for Baoyu at all. But the most important thing is that the three
characters had their unique personalities. In particular, as the ideal women figures
under the social system, Baochai and Murasakinoue differed essentially. Baochai
was sophisticated, thoughtful, and obedient but cold and snobbish. Similar to
Baochai, Murasakinoue was integral and pure, which was actually very similar
to Lin Daiyu. Compared with Baochai and Murasakinoue, Daiyu was a feature
with flaws, but it is the flaws that make Daiyu lively.

In The Tale of Genji, Murasakinoue is compared to sakura, and Daiyu and
Baocha are compared to Furong and Mudan in 7he Dream of the FRed
Chamber. Sakura is the national flower of Japan, while Mudan and Furong are
regarded in Chinese culture as the king of the flowers and the Flower Fairy.
It is true that the three flowers root in various lands, but they are all well

known for their fragrance. Based on the discussion about the similarities and
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differences in the three major female characters, the article intends to make a

further study on the women’s view of the authors.

: The Tale of Genji, The Dream of the Red Chamber, Lin daiyu, Xue baochai,

Murasakinoue
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